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BANKRUPTCY—Chapters 7 and 13  
 1-800-BANKRUPT 

 
STOP Foreclosures  Wage Garnishments 
 Vehicle Repossessions Creditors Calls 
 Judgments  Lawsuits 

Free Consultation – Payment Plans 
 

We are a Debt Relief Agency servicing all areas of Baltimore 
County, Baltimore City and Harford County – Over 1,000 
cases filed. 
 

Law Office of Nicholas J. Del Pizzo, III, P.A. 

WORKERS’ COMP LAW FIRM, L.L.C., Matt M. Paavola, Esquire 
2113 Orems Road, Baltimore, MD 21220 

410-574-8000; 410-574-6884, fax 
Website: MyWorkersCompLawFirm.com 

Email Matt@MyWorkersCompLawFirm.com 
 

MATT M. PAAVOLA has limited his practice to trial and appellate 
advocacy of the injured worker under the name Workers Comp Law 
Firm, L.L.C. 

MATT M. PAAVOLA has been practicing in the Greater Baltimore area for 
over 24 years. He is a former Governor of the MTLA. He is available for 
referrals and willing to conduct the initial interview in your office. WCC 
appeals are welcomed. 
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Judge Kathleen Gallogly Cox has been an Associate Judge for the Baltimore County 
Circuit Court since February, 1999.  She is the Judge-In-Charge of the Juvenile Drug 
Court and very active in the Baltimore County and Maryland State Bar Associations. 
  
Judge Cox grew up in Rockville, Maryland.  She attended The Academy of the Holy 
Cross High School.  Judge Cox went to college at the University of Notre Dame as part 
of the first co-ed class.  She was one of 125 women among a total student population that 
exceeded 8,000.  While at Notre Dame Judge Cox was an English Major.  The school did 
not yet have intercollegiate sports for women, so Judge Cox had to settle for intra-hall 
sports, working on the yearbook and working as an “RA” in the dorms. 
  
Judge Cox attended the University of Notre Dame School of Law.  While there she 

worked in and eventually managed a legal aid clinic staffed entirely by students.  The students received invaluable 
experience actually trying cases in the courts.  Upon her graduation, Judge Cox served for two years as a law clerk 
for The Honorable James R. Miller of the United States District Court. 
  
Following the completion of her clerkship with Judge Miller, Judge Cox spent four years working as an Assistant 
Federal Public Defender.  She describes the office as a great place to work, involving interesting cases and even 
more interesting people.  Judge Cox then worked with a Towson firm, Cook, Howard, Downes & Tracy doing 
criminal defense and civil insurance defense.  Following Cook, Howard’s merge with Venable, Baetjer, she 
continued to practice these areas of the law and added products liability defense.  It was while she was a partner at 
Venable, Baetjer and Howard that she was appointed to the bench. 
  
Judge Cox is married to John Cox of the Baltimore County’s State’s Attorney’s Office.  They have three grown 
children, who are all out of the house for the first time.  They were very involved with their children’s sports and 
other activities and are now bravely fighting the empty nest syndrome.  Judge Cox stays active working out at the 
MAC and loves to read fiction - especially crime novels (no big surprise there...). 

Associate Editor’s Note: Each judge profiled is asked a set of questions. Judge Cox’s answers follow. 
1.         Favorite Restaurant:    Manor Tavern 
2.         Biggest Pet Peeve:    Rudeness 
3.         Favorite Sport:     Football 
4.         Favorite Team:     Notre Dame 
5.         Favorite Ice Cream:    Heathbar® Crunch 
6.         Favorite Drink:     Red Wine (Merlot) 
7.         Favorite Type of Music:    Light Progressive Rock (WTMD) 
8.         Favorite Charity: The Johns Hopkins Colon Cancer Center and the Colon Cancer Alliance. 

Judge Cox urges everyone to attend the Gala, A Taste of Life on May 2, 2008, 
chaired by Anne T. Brennan - call 443-263-8234. 

9.         Favorite Vacation Location:   Ireland 
10.       Person I would Like to Meet:   Barack Obama 
11.       If I had not gone into the law I would be: A Psychiatrist 
12.       Best Part of Being a Judge: 

a.  Having the ability to take as much time as necessary on a matter to get it right. 
b.  Having a platform that allows one to do important things such as helping to start the Juvenile Drug Court and 
coaching a Mock Trial Team. 

13.       Worst Part of Being a Judge: There are some cases where there are tragic circumstances and there is nothing 
 you can do to make it better. 

IN CHAMBERS WITH … 
by Thomas S. Hood 
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The Baltimore County Bar Association     

 The ADVOCATE      
 100 County Courts Building 
  401 Bosley Avenue 
 Towson, MD 21204-4491 

FLYERS INSIDE 
 

Bowling Bash 
February 17th, 2:00 - 6:00 P.M. 

 

Top Ten Irritants 
February 19th, 8:00 a.m. 

 
WC Appeals & Third Party Claims 

February 20th, 8:00 a.m. 
 

Family Law Best Practices 
February 21st, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 P.M. 

 

Future of the Federal Estate Tax 
February 28th, 5:00 P.M. 

 

Best Interest Attorneys 
February 28th, 6:00 P.M. 

 

YL Bull & Oyster Roast 
March 2nd, 1-5:00 P.M. 

 

Like-Kind Exchanges Involving LLCs 
March 13th, 12 noon 

 

Vocational Rehab Evaluations 
March 19th, 8:00 a.m. 

 

Reading & Understanding Tax Returns 
March 27th, 6:00 P.M. 

 

Committee Preference Syllabus 
& Selection Sheet 

 

Handouts and podcasts 
are now available. There 

is a link on our home 
page at www.bcba.org. 

Published monthly by the  
Baltimore County Bar Association 

VOLUME XVII, NO. 7 
February 2008 

 
Yearly Subscription Rates - Furnished to 
BCBA members at no cost and included in 
annual dues. General Public $25.00 - Lawyers 
licensed to practice law in Maryland $50.00. 
Advertising - approved advertising accepted. 
Rates submitted upon request. 

Bar Association Office 
Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director 

Telephone: (410) 337-9103 
E-Mail: doris@bcba.org 

 
Carole Otte, Lawyer Referral Director 

Telephone: (410) 337-9102 
E-Mail: carole@bcba.org 

 
Website: http://www.bcba.org 

 TOWSON OFFICE SPACE 
 
Share space. 1/2 block from Circuit 
Court. First floor, furnished/
unfurnished. Two offices available. 
Sect’y/assist and paralegal areas 
avail. Common use of conference 
room. Parking. Deli in building. Call 
410-321-0040. 
 
One block from Circuit Court. Free 
parking on site, shared use of copier, 
fax, internet access, conference room. 
Perfect for solo or for downtown firm 
needing occasional Towson space. 
Call Louis Price at 410-823-2800 
x1003. 
 
Towson office now available in 
beautiful law office suite across from 
old courthouse. Everything you need: 
copier, scanner, fax, phone, computer, 
conference room. Referrals possible. 
Joe Williams or Bobby Waddail. 410-
938-8666. 
 

VACATION RENTALS 
 
Want to SKI OUT WEST? 3 BR 
townhome at Copper Mountain, CO 
for rent. The BEST skiing in 
Colorado! 3 BR, 2BA, full kitchen, 
FP, washer/dryer, walk to lift, on golf 
course at East Village. Unbelievable 
views! Call 410-557-4170 for info. 
 
Ocean City 2008 Summer Rental. 
Large three-level townhouse, three 
bedrooms, four bathrooms. Ocean 
block, north end. $1,600/week. Call 
John at 410-465-9601. 



Baltimore County Bar Association 
BOWLING BASHBOWLING BASH  

Sunday, February 17, 2008 
2:00 - 6:00 P.M. 

Return this form, with payment, to Doris Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 
County Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204.  

 
TEAM CAPTAIN     Telephone      
 
Firm       Email       
 
Address      City/State/Zip      
 
Bowlers: 
 
1.       Paid $  Ck No.    
 
2.       Paid $  Ck No.    
 
3.       Paid $  Ck No.    
 
4.       Paid $  Ck No.    
 
5.       Paid $  Ck No.    

HILLENDALE BOWLING CENTER 
1045 Taylor Avenue 

(One Block East of Loch Raven Boulevard) 

$21 per person, includes:  
Unlimited bowling, shoe rental, 
pizza, subs, candy, soft drinks, 
beer and door prizes!! 

TEAMS OF FIVE 
If less than five, we can 
assign you to a team! 

To compete for the coveted Judge’s 
Trophy, teams must include at least 
ONE Judge (Circuit or District Court). 

        
    Reserve 

       y
our team early. 

   

   This event WILL  

        
   sell out!! 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
PROFESSIONALISM & 

YOUNG LAWYERS’ COMMITTEES 
8:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 19, 2008 

TOP TEN IRRITANTS 
PERSPECTIVES FROM BOTH SIDES OF THE BENCH! 

 

Moderator  Hon. Lawrence R. Daniels, Associate Judge, 
    Circuit Court for Baltimore County 
Panel   Hon. Vicki Ballou-Watts and Hon. John O. Hennegan 
    Associate Judges, Circuit Court for Baltimore County 
   Hon. Alexandra N. Williams, Administrative Judge, 
    District Court of Maryland for Baltimore County 
   Jennifer Aist, Esquire, Office of the Public Defender 
   Keith R. Truffer, Esquire, Royston, Mueller, McLean & Reid 
 

PROGRAM 
 CHAIR  Ann Sheridan, Esquire 
 

Please join the Professionalism Committee for a lively discussion of the things that lawyers do 
that drive judges crazy, and the things that judges do that drive lawyers crazy.  Our esteemed 
panel includes two experienced trial attorneys, a district court judge and two circuit court 
judges. This program promises to be both informative and entertaining. 
 

PLEASE CHECK-IN AND REGISTER AT THE BAR OFFICE 
BEFOREHAND FOR LOCATION 

This program is FREE for BCBA Members. 
Non-Members, $15.00 

Return this form, via mail to Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts 
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to doris@bcba.org. 

Professionalism & Young Lawyers’ Committees - Top Ten Irritants 
Tuesday, February 19, 2008 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 20, 2008 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION APPEALS & THIRD PARTY CLAIMS 
 
 

SPEAKERS   Anne Talbot Brennan, Esquire … for the defense 
    Matt M. Paavola, Esquire … for the Claimant 
 
PROGRAM CHAIR Joseph I. Tivvis, Jr., Esquire 
 
 

A nuts and bolts presentation of the hot issues regarding third party 
liability on workers compensation cases. There will be a particular 

emphasis on workers compensation appeals. 
 

PLEASE CHECK-IN AND REGISTER AT THE BAR OFFICE 
BEFOREHAND FOR LOCATION 

 
The admission charge for the program is only $10 for Members, $15 for non-Members.  Danish 
and coffee will be available at 7:45 a.m. in the Bar Office.  Please mail your reservation as soon 
as possible by completing the registration form at the bottom of this page, making your check 
payable to the Baltimore County Bar Association, or REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org 
(Members Only, Register for Events). 

Return this form, via mail to Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts 
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to doris@bcba.org. 

CLE Committee - WC Appeals & Third Party Claims 
February 20, 2008 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     



Baltimore County Bar Association 
PRO BONO COMMITTEE 

 
FAMILY LAW - BEST PRACTICES SEMINAR 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2008 

Return this form, via mail to Doris Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or facsimile to 410-823-3418; or email to 
doris@bcba.org. 

Pro Bono Committee - Family Law Best Practices Seminar 
Thursday, February 21, 2008 

 
Name              
Firm/Organization             
Address             
City      State   Zip Code     
Telephone     Fax        
Email      Year Admitted to Bar      

 

Referrals will be sent to the above address 
 

I prefer to accept a case in the following jurisdictions:         
              

TIME   8:30 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast 
     Sponsored by Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service 
   9:00 a.m. - 
   12:00 p.m. Program 
 

LOCATION  Ceremonial Courtroom No. 5 
   400 Washington Avenue, Second Floor, Towson 
WELCOMING  
     REMARKS John Condliffe, Esquire 
   Chair, Local Pro Bono Committee 
 
Moderator  Susan C. Elgin, Esquire 
 
Panel   Hon. Ruth Ann Jakubowski 
   Hon. John O. Hennegan 
   Hon. Lawrence R. Daniels 
   Master Phyllis W. Brown 

In exchange for attending this FREE program, I agree to accept one family law pro bono case.  
I understand that the assigned case will be in a jurisdiction convenient to me.  The case will be 
screened through a pro bono agency, and malpractice coverage is provided through that agency. 



Baltimore County Bar Association 
ESTATES & TRUSTS COMMITTEE 
Future of the Federal Estate Tax 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2008 

Return this form, via mail to Doris Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to 
doris@bcba.org.  Remember, Members can register for events online at www.bcba.org. 

Estates & Trusts Committee - Future of the Federal Estate Tax 
Thursday, February 28, 2008 

 
Name        Telephone       
 
Address             
 
Email       Non-Members, $15 per person   

 
SPEAKER   David R. Forrer, Esquire 
 
Program Chair  Edwin G. Fee, Jr., Esquire 
 
 
DATE    Thursday, February 28, 2008 
TIME    5:00 P.M. 
LOCATION   Circuit Court for Baltimore County, Grand Jury Room 
 
 

David R. Forrer practices with DLA Piper, and he lectures frequently 
on estates and trusts.  Mr. Forrer will provide the latest on pending 
legislation and other information regarding the federal estate tax. 

 
 

This is a FREE program to all BCBA Members. 
Non-Members, $15.00 

Handouts will be available for email after the completion of the program. 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
FAMILY LAW COMMITTEE 

BIAs (Best Interest Attorneys), formerly known as GALs 
Thursday, February 28, 2008 

6:00 P.M. 

Family Law Committee - BIAs (Best Interest Attorneys), formerly known as GALs 
Thursday, February 28, 2008 

 

Menu Choice:       
 
 

Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed      

This program was created by Hon. Ann N. Sundt, Associate Judge, Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, and presented at the 2007 MSBA Annual Meeting, 

and will review the new rules and guidelines on counsel for children. 
 

CAST    Judges Timothy J. Martin and Emory A. Plitt, Jr. 
    Attorneys Christopher Nicholson, Ferrier R. Stillman, 
     and Wendy A. Sare 
 

PROGRAM CHAIR  Ferrier R. Stillman, Esquire 
 

DATE    THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2008 
 

TIME    6:00 P.M. - Cash Bar 
    6:45 P.M. - Dinner 
 

LOCATION  Towson Golf & Country Club, 12801 Stone Hill Road, Phoenix 
COST   $40.00 per person 
 
 

MENU CHOICES 
(Pick one) 

Single Maryland Crab Cake 
Five-ounce Beef Tenderloin 

Breast of Chicken stuffed with Sage Dressing 
 

Includes Tossed Garden Salad, Green Beans, Red Bliss Potatoes w/parsley butter and 
Three-berry Tart for dessert. 

Return this form, via mail to Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts 
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to doris@bcba.org.  



Young Lawyers Committee 
Annual Bull & Oyster Roast 

 
Sunday, March 2, 2008 

1:00 - 5:00 P.M. 
Towson American Legion 
125 York Road, Towson 

 

Entertainment by The Mighty, Mighty Barristers 
 

SILENT AUCTION 
All proceeds benefit our charity, The Family Crisis Center of Baltimore County 

 
Tickets on sale February 1st 

Reserve your table of 10 
Adults, $35, Children, $10 (6-12 y/o). Under 6, FREE. 

 

Fun for EVERYONE! 
Great food 

Musical entertainment 
Silent Auction 

 

Kid-friendly activities: 
 

Stuffed Animal Wheel 
Money Wheel 

Clown Entertainment and Animal Balloons! 

Return this form, via mail to Doris Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to 
doris@bcba.org.  Remember, Members can register for events online at www.bcba.org. 

Young Lawyers Bull & Oyster Roast and Silent Auction 
Sunday, March 2, 2008 

 

Name        Telephone       
 

Address             
 

Email       Total Amount Enclosed    
 
Tickets: Adults #  @ $35 each = $  Children #  @ $10 each =  . 



BALTIMORE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
REAL PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Thursday, March 13, 2008 
 

LIKE-KIND EXCHANGES INVOLVING 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES 

Real Property Committee - Like-Kind Exchanges Involving Limited Liability Companies 
Thursday, March 13, 2008 

 
Name        Telephone      
 
Address      City, State, Zip     
 
Email________________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed $    Number Attending     

SPEAKER   William J. Gessner, Esquire     

PROGRAM CHAIR Katherine Earls Bukowsky, Esquire 
 

DATE    Thursday, March 13, 2008 
 

TIME    12 noon - Brown Bag Lunch 
 

LOCATION   Grand Jury Room, County Courts Building 
    401 Bosley Avenue, Towson 
 
 

Mr. Gessner is the Vice-President - Regional Manager of Maryland, DC and 
Northern Virginia for Land America 1031 Exchange Services, Inc. 

 
 
 

This is a FREE program to all BCBA Members. 
Non-Members, $15.00. 

 
 

Please bring your own lunch.  Beverages and dessert will be available. 
Handouts will be provided, and will also be available electronically. 

Return this form, via mail to Doris Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to 
doris@bcba.org. 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 19, 2008 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION EVALUATIONS 
 

SPEAKERS   Andy Nussdorf, MA, CRC 
     Branch Manager of GENEX Services 
    Mary E. Sevinsky, MS, CDMS, CCM 
     CorVel Corporation 
 
PROGRAM CHAIR William R. Levasseur, Sr., Esquire 
 
This program will also provide practitioners with the width and breath of vocational 
rehabilitation services in workers’ compensation matters, as well as other legal matters. 
These might include domestic, such as divorce, child custody and other family matters, 
and employment, medical claims for disability, catastrophic injuries, medical 
malpractice, motor torts, MSA’s (Medicare Set Asides), medical bill reviews, etc. 
 

PLEASE CHECK-IN AND REGISTER AT THE BAR OFFICE 
BEFOREHAND FOR LOCATION 

 
The admission charge for the program is only $10 for Members, $15 for non-Members.  Danish 
and coffee will be available at 7:45 a.m. in the Bar Office.  Please mail your reservation as soon 
as possible by completing the registration form at the bottom of this page, making your check 
payable to the Baltimore County Bar Association. 

Return this form, via mail to Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts 
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to doris@bcba.org. 

CLE Committee - Vocational Rehabilitation Evaluations 
March 19, 2008 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
FAMILY LAW COMMITTEE 

What You Can Learn From a Tax Return - Part 2 
Thursday, March 27, 2008 

6:00 P.M. 

Family Law Committee - What You Can Learn From a Tax Return 
Thursday, March 27, 2008 

 

Menu Choice:       
 
 

Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed      

Last year we presented Part 1 of this Program, which focused on Form 1040, the individual income 
tax return. Now we are back with Part 2, which will focus on corporate tax returns and analyzing the 

“true” compensation that the business owner receives. 
 

SPEAKERS   Richard B. Jacobs, Esquire 
    Thomas C. Ries, Esquire 
 

PROGRAM CHAIRS  Kristine Howanski, Esquire 
    Toni Boettcher, Esquire 
 

DATE    THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2008 
 

TIME    6:00 P.M. - Cash Bar 
    6:45 P.M. - Dinner 
 

LOCATION   Towson Golf & Country Club, 12801 Stone Hill Road, Phoenix 
COST    $40.00 per person 
 

MENU CHOICES 
(Pick one) 

Single Maryland Crab Cake 
Five-ounce Beef Tenderloin 

Breast of Chicken stuffed with Sage Dressing 
 

Includes Tossed Garden Salad, Green Beans, Red Bliss Potatoes w/parsley butter and 
Three-berry Tart for dessert. 

Return this form, via mail to Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts 
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204; or via facsimile to 410-823-3418; or via email to doris@bcba.org.  



M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Members of the Baltimore County Bar Association 

 

FROM: Dana O. Williams, President-Elect 
 

RE:  Committee Preferences 
 
 
Please indicate the Committee(s) you would be interested in serving on during the July 2008–June 2009 
year and return this form to the Bar Office, 401 Bosley Avenue, Room 100, Towson, MD 21204 (or fax 
to 410-823-3418).  If you are already serving on a Committee, PLEASE INDICATE YOUR 
DESIRE TO REMAIN ON IT, or you will not be included on the new 2008-09 Committee List. 
If you have any questions, please call Doris Barnes at the Bar Office, (410) 337-9103. 

 
___ADR     ___Lawyer Referral Service 
 
___Advocate     ___Long Range Planning 
 
___Bench/Bar1     ___Membership & Admissions 
 
___Constitution & Bylaws   ___Memorial & Recognition 
 
___Continuing Legal Education   ___Negligence, Insurance & Workers’ Comp 
 
___Criminal Law    ___Pro Bono 
 
___Entertainment    ___Professionalism 
 
___Estates and Trusts    ___Public Awareness & Speakers 
 
___Family Law     ___Real Property Committee 
 
___Fee Arbitration    ___Solo & Small Firm 
       
___Historical     ___State & Local Laws/Zoning 
 
___Law Day     ___Technology 
 
___Lawyer Assistance2    ___Young Lawyers  

  
You may serve on more than one committee. All Committees are open for registration, EXCEPT for Lawyers 
Assistance and Bench/Bar (reasons indicated below). 
 

NAME      Telephone      
 
ADDRESS             
 
City, State Zip     Email       

                                                 
1 You will be notified if you are selected for this committee. 
2 For confidentiality reasons, this is a CLOSED committee. However, if you are interested in serving, 
please indicate, and you will be notified if selected. 



2008 – 2009 COMMITTEE PREFERENCE SYLLABUS 

Page 1 of 2 

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION:  works with the Circuit and District Court to further the availability of 
mediation for dispute resolution.  The committee has monthly meetings to establish goals and coordinate the mediation 
services provided by attorneys.  The committee also assists in continuing legal education endeavors and monitors proposed 
Rules affecting mediators and the mediation process. 
 

ADVOCATE:  assists in the preparation of the Bar Association’s monthly newsletter.  The staff prepares articles on events 
and recent case law.  Committee chairs take the responsibility for submitting articles on committee activities.  In addition to 
coordinating the articles, the Guest Editors proof the newsletter and make follow up calls when necessary. 
 

BENCH/BAR:  works with the bench of the Circuit and District Court as well as the related departments such as The County 
Office of Law, The Office of the State’s Attorney, The Public Defender, The Department of Sheriffs, and so forth to enhance 
the processing of cases in the County.  They respond to concerns raised by the membership through monthly meetings and 
responding to letters from the membership.  They are responsible for advising the membership of proposed Rule Changes as 
proposed from the Court of Appeals Rules Committee. 
 

CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS:  makes the necessary studies required whenever revision or amendment of the 
Constitution or Bylaws is suggested by any member of the association to the Executive Council, or on its own initiative if 
circumstances so warrant. 
 

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION:  fosters the development and presentation of high quality, cost effective legal 
education programs to the membership.  This is accomplished by the presentation of programs normally held on the third 
Wednesday of every month, except July and August, from eight to nine in the morning.  Each committee member assists in 
the selection of a topic and speaker(s) to present a seminar, and also writes the article reviewing the event for The Advocate. 
 

CRIMINAL LAW:  provides a forum for those individuals interested in criminal justice and networking and aid for criminal 
practitioners.   
 

ENTERTAINMENT:  in conjunction with the Executive Director arranges for association participation in golf outings, as 
well as bowling outings.  The committee also explores other opportunities for sporting events for the membership. 
 

ESTATES AND TRUSTS:  addresses issues facing estates and trusts attorneys and to interface with the Register of Wills, 
Judges of the Orphan’s Court, as well as the legislature on issues of common interest.  The committee holds monthly 
meetings with occasional special educational programs either at dinner meetings, or morning legal education series.  Each 
committee member accepts a monthly assignment of being available for phone calls from the membership for assistance. 
 

FAMILY LAW:  presents educational seminars through its evening dinner meetings.  It also provides input to the Bench/Bar 
Committee and Family Division of the Circuit Court on matters affecting family practice.  The committee prepares its reports 
and recommendations through subcommittees devoted to specific topics. 
 

FEE ARBITRATION:  resolves by way of arbitrating (either binding or voluntary) fee disputes between lawyers and 
clients.  There is a twenty-five dollar charge for arbitration.  This service is informal and routinely resolves matters where 
litigants are un-represented.  Committee members participate by reviewing the concerns raised by the disputing parties and 
suggesting solutions to them. 
 

HISTORICAL:  seeks to preserve the history of the Bar Association and the local legal community as it unfolds.  It also 
provides information of historical significance through the Advocate and other publications.   
 

LAW DAY COMMITTEE:  plans and produces the Baltimore County Bar Association Law Day Celebration, which 
includes a breakfast legal education seminar, and the noon-time ceremonies at the portico of the Circuit Court.  The latter 
involves the presentation of the annual Law Day Award suggested by the Law Day Committee, and approved by the 
Executive Council, along with the High School Essay Contest and the Baltimore County Board of Education Mock Trial 
honors. 
 

LAWYER ASSISTANCE:  their purpose is to enhance the quality of life in the Baltimore County legal community by 
delivering education and assistance on mental/emotional, drug, alcohol, family, health and other personal and/or health 
problems.  The committee is devoted to creating a workplace atmosphere that encourages professional growth, excellence 
and overall well-being. 
 
LAWYER REFERRAL:  promotes to the public availability of legal services and to provide qualified members of the 
public with affordable legal services.  The committee formulates policies and supervises the operation of the Lawyer Referral 
Service of the association, subject to the direction of the Executive Council. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING:  gathers statistical data regarding the composition and needs of the membership, both for 
planning and historical preservation.  This is done through surveys contained in the Advocate and new member questions.  
The committee meets on a regular basis to develop the questions to be utilized in surveys and to tabulate the results of the 
responses. 
 

MEMBERSHIP:  reviews the applications for membership for sufficiency and upon approval invites the new members to be 
active in the association.  This is done by committee member phone calls to the new member with information about 
committee and bar activities.  The committee also welcomes new attorneys to the practice of law by attending the Circuit 
Court Swearing-In Ceremonies. 
 

MEMORIAL & RECOGNITION:  plans the association’s annual memorial program, which takes place in November each 
year, honoring the deceased members of the association.  The members communicate with the family members for selection 
of appropriate speakers and the preparation of notices for the Advocate. 
 

NEGLIGENCE, INSURANCE & WORKERS COMPENSATION:  promotes knowledge and understanding of tort, 
workers compensation, and personal injury law. 
 

PRO BONO:  seeks to facilitate the delivery of pro-bono services by the membership to the indigent, and to raise the 
awareness among association members of the need for members to volunteer legal services on a pro-bono basis.  This is done 
through direct request and by attendance at the Circuit Court Swearing-In Ceremonies.  In addition, the committee enhances 
the image of the profession by publicizing pro-bono contributions of association members through articles in the Advocate 
and other publications. 
 

PROFESSIONALISM:  routinely publishes the Baltimore County Bar Association Code of Professionalism in The 
Advocate.  In furtherance of the principles set forth in that document, this committee presents dinner programs in conjunction 
with the Family Law Committee and Solo and Small Firm Committee that focus on the practicalities and pitfalls of the 
practice of law. 
 

PUBLIC AWARENESS & SPEAKERS:  provides speakers on legal topics to local community associations and schools.  
It also coordinates the lawyer and judge volunteers for the Baltimore County Board of Education Mock Trial Program. 
 

REAL PROPERTY:  acts as a liaison between the Bar Association members and the Clerk of Court, Land Records Section 
to ensure the availability and accessibility of the County Land Records to the members, their associates and to address any 
issues which in any way affect the ability of the association to service the real estate needs of the public. 
 

SOLO & SMALL FIRM:  provides a supportive network for the solo and small firm practitioner to promote 
professionalism in this group and to mentor attorneys making the transition to this type of practice.  This is accomplished 
primarily through dinner meeting seminars on topics ranging from substantive areas such as District Court evidence to 
financial planning.   
 

STATE & LOCAL LAWS:  focuses on local laws, zoning regulations and state laws.  It does so by dinner meetings 
including educational seminars, and at least one trip to Annapolis to converse with the Baltimore County Delegation.  The 
legislative session is highlighted by articles in the Advocate detailing the progress of new legislation and work with the 
Continuing Legal Education Committee on similar matters.  Zoning matters are also covered in periodic articles in the 
Advocate. 
 

TECHNOLOGY:  provides the membership with information concerning innovations and changes in technology, which 
affect the practice of law, including but not limited to, computer hardware and software, electronic copying, and 
communication systems.  The committee makes recommendations to the Executive Council with respect to the technological 
operation of the Bar Association Office.  In conjunction with the Continuing Legal Education Committee, the Technology 
Committee offers educational seminars concerning the use and implementation of technology as it relates to the practice of 
law. 
 

YOUNG LAWYERS:  sponsors luncheons, open to all members including short educational presentations by local judges 
and elected officials.  It also hosts a charity Bull Roast and co-sponsors the Library Holiday Party, which benefits the reading 
needs of local children.  The committee meets on a nearly monthly basis to coordinate these events.   




