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IN CHAMBERS WITH … 
Hon. Jan Alexander 

by Richard Grason VI 

Recently I had the pleasure of sitting down with the Hon. Jan M. Alexander. In October of 2002, 
Judge Alexander was appointed to the District Court for Baltimore County by then Governor Parris 
N. Glendening. Judge Alexander’s appointment was to the Bench was the product of a career 
dedicated to the practice of law. 
 
Judge Alexander was born in Baltimore City and raised in Randallstown. “At an early age, from 
watching courtroom and lawyer shows with my grandmother, I wanted to be a lawyer.” Upon 
graduation from Randallstown High School, Judge Alexander enrolled in Morgan State University 
and after four years as “Fighting Bear,” entered University of Maryland School of Law. 
 
Judge Alexander began his career as a clerk in the Orphans Court for Baltimore City. After the 
expiration of his clerkship, Judge Alexander worked as an associate in a small downtown law firm for 
one year before becoming an Assistant State’s Attorney in Baltimore City. Fourteen years later he 
established for himself a reputation as one of the best prosecutors in Maryland. “I was fortunate to be 
given the opportunity to train new ASA’s throughout the state. One thing I always tried to foster in 
training was that as a prosecutor, you had to have a sense of justice. You could easily ruin someone’s 
life with too stiff a sentence or by being over-zealous. Balancing that with a duty to protect the 
community was a responsibility not to be taken lightly.” Judge Alexander never thought he would be 
a prosecutor but soon learned the job was a perfect fit for his interests. “I like being in Court. I wanted 
to see justice served- on both ends.” While in the States Attorney’s Office Judge Alexander 
particularly enjoyed Grand Jury investigations and being the lead prosecutor in sex offender unit. “I 
liked putting those type of people behind bars.” 
 
After being appointed to the Court, Judge Alexander wanted to embody the same virtues he tried to 
uphold as a State’s Attorney. “I take pride in my work. I want to make sure both parties are listened 
too. At the very least, my job is to ensure a fair forum where litigants, especially pro se ones, feel they 
got a fair shake.” The traits Judge Alexander looks for in good attorneys are professionalism, knowing 
your client and being prepared- the absence or lack of any of these will “annoy me.” “A lawyer can’t 
change the facts, but he can always give a good effort. Leave a feeling with the client that their money 
was not spent unwisely.” For young lawyers, Judge Alexander advises: “be comfortable in your own 
style, be direct in your presentation, and have confidence in your abilities.” 
 
Judge Alexander is huge Baltimore sports fans. “I love my Terps and Ravens.” In his free time he 
watches a lot of ESPN and plays sports when “his body will let him.” “I’m also a huge Humphrey 
Bogart fanatic. Treasure of Sierra Madre, African Queen and Maltese Falcon are probably his best 
acting. His biography is one of my favorite books.” Judge Alexander also enjoys Mexican food (“got 
to have spice”), 70’s Funk (“the only person I recognized at the Grammys was Paul McCartney”) and 
John Grisham novels. 
 
However, what Judge Alexander enjoys most is his family, in particular his two children- a son and a 
daughter. “They are the center of my life.” 
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 FOR SALE 
Xerox Copier, Doc Centre 420DC, $399. 
Call June, 410-494-8433. 
 

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 
One-attorney office space avail, 5500 blk 
Harford Road. Share of reception, kitchen/
file room, conference room, etc. Free 
parking. Call 410-922-9456. 

 
COLUMBIA TOWN CENTER 

Space in established law office available 
for sublease to either small group of 
professionals or individual subtenants. 
Sublease could also include receptionist 
services, use of conf rooms, kitchen or 
separate entrance. Call Thomas Zagami, 
410-339-6741. 

 
HEREFORD ZONE 

Approx. 800 sq ft. Private office, 
reception, conference, file and break areas. 
Located on York Road in high-traffic area 
off I83, between post office and public 
library. Furniture available. Handicap 
accessible. Call 410-771-4733. 

 
TOWSON OFFICE SPACE 

Attractive two-lawyer suite with 
conference room, reception area and 
secretarial space and two-partner sized 
offices. 110 West Road. Call Ralph 
Donato, 410-823-2222. 
 
Share office next to courthouse. Need a 
place to meet clients? Share a nice, 
furnished office across the street from 
Circuit Court. Reception area, use of 
copier. $250/month. Call 410-557-4170. 
 
Lawyers’ Row, 403 Allegheny Avenue. 
Suite of three offices, large secretarial 
area, attic storage, restrooms and kitchen 
area. Rent includes six on site parking 
spaces. One and a half blocks from the 
courthouse. Call Charles Jednorski, 410-
321-8200. 
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Baltimore County Bar Association 
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
Recent Supreme Court Cases 

 
Wednesday, April 15, 2009 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

SPEAKER   Hon. Charles E. Moylan, Jr. 
    Court of Special Appeals, Retired 
 
PROGRAM CHAIR Hon. Paul E. Alpert 
    Court of Special Appeals, Retired 

 
DATE    Wednesday, April 15, 2009 
 
LOCATION   County Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson 
    Check-in at Bar Office for Courtroom Location 
 
COST    BCBA Members, $10.00; Non-Members, $15.00 

 
 

Judge Moylan will discuss the Washington, D.C. gun case, and 
punitive damages in the Exxon case. 

 
 

Danish and coffee will be available at 7:45 a.m. in the Bar Office.  

CLE Program - Recent Supreme Court Cases 
Wednesday, April 15, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 



Baltimore County Bar Association 
ADR COMMITTEE 

Mental Health and Mediation 
THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2009 

ADR Committee - Mental Health and Mediation 
Thursday, April 16, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 

SPEAKER   Doris A. Morgan, Ph.D., founder and principal of 
     Metro Maryland Counseling Service 
 
Program Chair  Robert A. McFarland, Esquire 
 
DATE    Thursday, April 16, 2009 
TIME    5:00 P.M. 
LOCATION   Circuit Court for Baltimore County, Grand Jury Room 
 
Dr. Morgan, a well respected, practicing psychologist and counselor for over 25 years, and an 
experienced mediator, will discuss the interplay of psychology in the mediation process and the 
role of the mental health professional in mediated conflicts. 
 
This timely discussion will explore where the mental health field plays a vital role in helping 
people in conflict and families in crisis, as well as how the mediation process and the mental 
health field often work together. Also to be examined are the boundaries between mediation and 
therapy. 
 

This is a FREE program to all BCBA Members. 
Non-Members, $15.00 

Handouts will be available for email after the completion of the program. 



Baltimore County Bar Association 
YOUNG LAWYERS COMMITTEE 

Lunch with Judges Ensor & Stringer 
FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2009 

Young Lawyers Committee - Lunch with Judges Ensor & Stringer 
Friday, April 17, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 

SPEAKERS   Hon. Judith C. Ensor & 
    Hon. H. Patrick Stringer, Jr. 
    Associate Judges, Circuit Court for Baltimore County 
 
Program Chair  Michael W. Siri, Esquire 
 
TIME    12:30 P.M. Program (lunch will be served at 1:00 P.M.) 
LOCATION   Charles Village Pub & Patio 
    19 West Pennsylvania Avenue, Second Floor, Towson 
 
 
For those who have not yet had the pleasure of being in front of these newly 
appointed and elected judges, come break bread and hear them speak to what they 
expect when you appear in front of them, and what they will not tolerate! 
 

MENU CHOICE 
(includes soda, iced tea or water) 

Chicken Caesar Salad 
Charbroiled Burger, 8 oz., w/or w/o cheese & Fries 
Grilled Chicken Breast Sandwich w/Chips & Dip 

Italian Cold Cut (heated) w/Chips & Dip 
Tuna Salad Sandwich w/Fries & Cole Slaw 

 
BCBA MEMBERS, $15; NON-MEMBERS, $20 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE 

Criminal Law Update 
Tuesday, April 21, 2009 

4:30 - 6:00 P.M. 

SPEAKER  Prof. Byron Warnken 
    
Location  County Courts Building, Grand Jury Room 
 
 
 
 
Prof. Warnken will provide criminal law updates on recent cases from the 
Supreme Court of the United States, Court of Appeals, Court of Special Appeals, 
Maryland Rules and Maryland Statutes, as well as “Hot Topics.” 
 

 
 

This program is FREE for BCBA Members. Non-Members, $15. 

Criminal Law Committee - Criminal Law Update 
Tuesday, April 21, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
FAMILY LAW COMMITTEE 

JOINT MEETING WITH Bar Assoc of Baltimore City 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

6:00 P.M. 

Family Law Committee - Joint Meeting with BABC 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Menu Choice:      (Beef +$5.00) 
 
 

Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed      

SEALING OF RECORDS 
Privacy issues and public access to court documents in family law cases: 

A discussion of Maryland Rule 16-1000. 
 
SPEAKERS   Hon. Joseph F. Murphy, Jr., Court of Appeals 
    Hon. Timothy J. Martin, Circuit Court for Baltimore County 
 

PROGRAM CHAIRS  Anthony T. Bartlett, Esquire 
    Debra A. Thomas, Esquire 
 

DATE    WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2009 
 

TIME    6:00 P.M. - Cash Bar 
    6:30 P.M. - Program & Dinner 
 

LOCATION   Grey Rock Mansion, 400 Grey Rock Road, Pikesville 
COST    BCBA & BABC Members, $40 per person 
    Non-Members, $45 per person 
 

MENU CHOICES 
(Pick one) 

Jack Chicken, Boneless breast of chicken, pan seared w/Jack Daniels Glaze 
Flounder Filet, Sautéed with Lemon Butter and Capers 

Beef choice, for an additional cost of $5 per person 
Includes Salad, Oven-Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes, 

Oven-Roasted Vegetables and dessert. 

Return this form, to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 
21204, check payable to the BCBA; register online at www.bcba.org.  



 

Annual Law Day 
Breakfast 

 

A Legacy of Liberty 
Celebating Lincoln’s 

Bicentennial 
Friday, May 1, 2009 

7:30 - 9:00 a.m.  
 

Valley Mansion 
594 Cranbrook Road, Cockeysville 

 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Harry S. Johnson, Esquire 

 
Tickets: 

BCBA Members, $20.00 
Law School Students & First-year Attorneys, $10.00 

Non-Members, $25.00 
 

Buffet breakfast, coffee and tea 
 

Musical Entertainment by the McDonogh School Jazz Ensemble 

Annual Law Day Breakfast 
Friday, May 1, 2009, 7:30-9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Name        Telephone      
 
Address             
 
City       State   Zip    
 
Email       Amount Enclosed      

Return this form to Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director, Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, 
Towson, MD 21204; or REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, Calendar of Events.. 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
NEGLIGENCE, INSURANCE & WORKERS’ COMP 

 
Post-Election Review of Federal Legislation, etc. 

 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

SPEAKERS   Senator Norman Stone 
     and others not yet confirmed at time of printing 
 
PROGRAM CHAIR Michael S. Warshaw, Esquire 

 
DATE    Thursday, May 7, 2009 
 
LOCATION   County Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson 
    Check-in at Bar Office for Courtroom Location 
 
COST    BCBA Members, $10.00; Non-Members, $15.00 

 
 

 
Danish and coffee will be available at 7:45 a.m. in the Bar Office.  

NIWC Program - Post-Election Review of Federal Legislation, etc. 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 



Baltimore County Bar Association 
ESTATES & TRUSTS COMMITTEE 

Legislative Update & 
A View From The Bench 

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2009 

Estates & Trusts Committee - Legislative Update 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 

SPEAKERS   Grace G. Connolly, Register of Wills 
    Hon. William R. Evans, Chief Judge, Orphans’  Court 
 
Program Chair  Alfred L. Brennan, Jr., Esquire 
 
DATE    Thursday, May 7, 2009 
TIME    5:00 P.M. 
LOCATION   Circuit Court for Baltimore County, Grand Jury Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a FREE program to all BCBA Members. 
Non-Members, $15.00 

Handouts will be available for email after the completion of the program. 



BALTIMORE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
REAL PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 
 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON FORECLOSURE 
AND RESIDENTIAL CLOSING ISSUES 

Real Property Committee - Roundtable Discussion on Foreclosure and 
Residential Closing Issues 
Thursday, May 14, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 

SPEAKERS   Rod J. Rosenstein, Esquire, U.S. Attorney’s Office 
    Dennis W. King, Esquire, Danoff & King, P.A. 
    Michael G. Gallerizzo, Esquire, Gebhardt & Smith, LLP 
    Steven Tyler, Esquire, Advantage Title Company 
    John Gilbert, Esquire, Commonwealth Land Title Ins.     

PROGRAM CHAIR Jose A. Molina, Esquire, All American Title Company 
 

DATE    Thursday, May 14, 2009 
 

TIME    12 noon - Brown Bag Lunch 
 

LOCATION   Grand Jury Room, County Courts Building 
    401 Bosley Avenue, Towson 
 
Join us for an informative seminar and discussion of foreclosure issues, such as the 
new foreclosure laws, fraud, foreclosure alternatives as related to residential 
closings and title issues. 
 

This is a FREE program to all BCBA Members. 
Non-Members, $15.00. 

 

Please bring your own lunch.  Beverages and dessert will be available. 
Handouts will be provided, and will also be available electronically. 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
 

Celebration in Honor of Judge Dana M. Levitz 
on the Occasion of his Retirement  from the 

Circuit Court for Baltimore County 
 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 
6:00 - 10:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 
6:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M. 

 
Martin’s West 

6817 Dogwood Road, 21244 
 

Dress: Business Attire 
 

$80.00 per person 
Includes sit down dinner and open bar 

Celebration in Honor of Judge Levitz’ Retirement 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 

Please join us in celebrating Judge Levitz’ retirement 
from the Circuit Court for Baltimore County on 



 

 

BALTIMORE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
FAMILY LAW COMMITTEE FORUM 

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2009 
4:30 - 5:30 P.M., Courtroom 2 

Family Law Committee Forum 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     

REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form, with check payable to, the Baltimore 
County Bar Association, 100 County Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204. 

PROGRAM CHAIR Anthony T. Bartlett, Esquire 
    Family Law Committee Vice-Chair 
 
 

This is a FREE program for BCBA Members. Non-members, $15.00. 
 
 

ONLY THOSE REGISTERED WILL RECEIVE HANDOUTS 
AT THE PROGRAM. 

 
If you are not registered, handouts will be emailed to you after the program. 

Bankruptcy & Divorce Issues 
 
SPEAKER(S):  TBD 
 
 

CASE LAW UPDATE 
SPEAKER: Richard B. Jacobs, Esquire 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
SPEAKER: Master Richard J. Gilbert 




