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The Baltimore County Bar Association     

The ADVOCATE      
 100 County Courts Building 
 401 Bosley Avenue 
 Towson, MD 21204-4491 

FLYERS INSIDE 
 

June 3, 2010 
A View From the Bench(es) 

 

June 7, 2010 
Annual Golf Outing 

 

June 24, 2010 
Stated Meeting Reception 

 

June 29, 2010 
Judge Fletcher’s Retirement  

 

Tips from the R.O.W. 

 

Program handouts and 
podcasts are available on our 

website (www.bcba.org), 
Members Only Area. 

Published monthly by the  
Baltimore County Bar Association 

VOLUME XIX, NO. 11 
June 2010 

Bar Association Office 
Doris D. Barnes, Executive Director 

Telephone: (410) 337-9103 
E-Mail: doris@bcba.org 

 
Rachel Ruocco, LRS Director 
Telephone: (410) 337-9102 
E-Mail: rachel@bcba.org 

 
Website: http://www.bcba.org 

 FOR SALE 
 
Gussco Trans-File storage drawer 
boxes; letter and legal size. Bill Hahn, 
410-823-7858. 

 
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 

 
Large, furnished office space for one 
attorney near Towson Cir Ct. 
Secretarial space, kitchen, and 
reception area. Use of library, copier 
and fax. Free parking. Avail immed. 
$300/mo. 443-324-6665. 
 
Fully-renovated legal suite w/other 
practitioners. Three executive offices, 
secretarial area and two associate 
offices. Incl receptionist, telephone, 
conf rooms, lunch room, copier and 
fax, high-speed internet and free 
parking. 40 York Road, Suite 300, 
Towson. Sam Blibaum, 410-823-0111. 
 
First floor office space for rent in 
beautiful building one block from 
courthouse. Likely poss of ref. Incl one 
garage parking spot, access to lg recp 
area w/room for secretary. $450/mo, 
incl utilities. 410-337-5545. 
 
Rarely available single office in Class 
A Suite. Receptionist, conference 
rooms and library. Use of fax and 
copier. Parking available 101 East 
Chesapeake Avenue. Call Denise, 410-
821-6800. 
 
Need a place to meet clients across the 
street from the Towson courthouse, on 
Baltimore Avenue? Share furnished 
office space for $275/month. Call 410-
557-4170. 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 1262 

Please remember to send in 
your Committee Election forms 
as soon as possible, so you are 

added to the appropriate 
email lists. 

 
If you are NOT receiving The 
Week Ahead … email, you are 

missing out on weekly 
reminders of programs, the 

passing of colleagues, 
courthouse closings, 

emergency court information, 
etc. Call or email the Bar 

Office with your email address 
to be included in future emails. 

410-337-9102 
doris@bcba.org 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
STATE, LOCAL AND ZONING LAWS COMMITTEE 

 

A View From The Bench(es) 
 

Thursday, June 3, 2010 
6:00 P.M. (Cash Bar); 6:45 P.M. (Dinner) 

State, Local and Zoning Laws Committee - A View From The Bench(es) 
Thursday, June 3, 2010 

 

Menu Choice:       
 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA. 

SPEAKERS   William J. Wiseman III, Zoning Commissioner 
    Thomas H. Bostwick, Deputy Zoning Commissioner 
    Maureen E. Murphy and Lawrence M. Stahl, Board of Appeals 
    Margaret Z. Ferguson, Code Enforcement Hearing Officer 
 

PROGRAM CHAIR Christopher Mudd, Esquire 
 

LOCATION   Country Club of Maryland, 1101 Stevenson Lane, Towson 
COST    $40.00 per person 
 
 
An annual favorite! Enjoy the opportunity to hear practice pointers from hearing 
officers of three different kinds of administrative land use practices in a fun, 
casual environment. 
 
 

MENU CHOICES 
(Pick one) 

Grilled New York Steak OR Petite Filet Mignon 
Single Crab Cake OR Stuffed Shrimp 
Grilled Breast of Chicken over Pasta 

Includes Garden Salad, Fresh Seasonal Vegetables, Potato of the Day & Dessert 



Baltimore County Bar Association 
Annual Golf Outing 

Monday, June 7, 2010 

GOLF OUTING – MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2010 
 

CONTACT PERSON    Phone      
 
  NAME        HANDICAP 
1.             
 
2.             
 
3.             
 
4.             

This is the ONLY Annual Golf Tournament Sponsored by the BCBA. 

FORMAT  Captain’s  Choice - Scramble 
COST  $160 per golfer 
 

    SHOW UP – RAIN OR SHINE ! 
 

Lunch 12:00 P.M. – 1:00 P.M. 
Shotgun Start - 1:00 P.M. 

Green fees and cart 
Prizes 

Gift for each player 
 

Dinner and open bar for one hour at conclusion of play. 
 
Entry will be done on a FIRST COME basis. You MUST include handicap. Due to limited space, 
please remember that until payment in full is received in the Bar Office, your space is not guaranteed. 
Registrations less than a complete foursome will be put together by the committee, and ABSOLUTELY 
CANNOT BE CHANGED. No exceptions. 

OPEN TO 

EVERYONE … 

NOT limited to 

attorneys only 

SORRY, NO WALK-ONS 
PERMITTED 

Country Club of Maryland 
1101 Stevenson Lane, Towson, MD 21286 
 

Directions: From 695, Exit 27A (Dulaney Valley Road). Dulaney Valley Road turns 
into York Road at the first intersection. Continue south on York Road approximately 
10 traffic lights to Stevenson Lane. Make left turn onto Stevenson Lane. Country Club 
of Maryland is 1/2 mile on the right. 

Name on C/C      Today’s Date      
Billing Address     City, State, Zip     
Telephone      Email       
MC/Visa/Discover/American Express Card No.     Exp.   
Amount authorized $   Signature     SEC#   
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA, or credit card info. 



Baltimore County Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Committee 

RECEPTION following THE STATED MEETING 
Thursday, June 24, 2010 

Register online or return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County Courts 
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, or via facsimile 410-823-3418. 

YES, I will be attending the Young Lawyers Committee RECEPTION to celebrate 
with our new EXECUTIVE COUNCIL PRESIDENT, ALEX WRIGHT !! 

 
Name       Telephone      
Firm      Email       
Address            
City, State, Zip           
 

Get a ticket for your first FREE drink at the reception, at the Stated Meeting, 4:30 P.M., 
Courtroom No. 12, 401 Bosley Avenue, 3rd Floor, Towson. PLEASE NOTE NEW 
LOCATION FOR THE MEETING —- NOT CEREMONIAL COURTROOM No. 5. 

DATE   THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 2010 

TIME   IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 4:30 P.M. STATED MEETING 

LOCATION  7 West Bistro Grille, 7 West Chesapeake Avenue, Towson 
 
COST   FREE !! 

Serving  
A variety of hot and 

cold appetizers 
Cash Bar 

GET YOUR TICKET FOR your first FREE Happy Hour Drink! 
AT THE STATED MEETING 

Courtroom No. 12, County Courts Building 
401 Bosley Avenue, 3rd Floor, Towson 

4:30 P.M. 



 

 

Baltimore County Bar Association 
 

Retirement Reception in Honor of 
Judge Darryl G. Fletcher 

on the Occasion of his Retirement  from the 
District Court for Baltimore County 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 
6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

 

Manor Tavern 
15819 Old York Road, Monkton 

 
Dress: Business Attire 

 
$55.00 per person 

Includes Heavy Hors D’oeuvres, Carving Stations, 
 and Premium Open Bar 

Retirement Reception in Honor of Judge Darryl G. Fletcher Retirement 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

 
Name       Telephone      
 
Address            
 
City      State   Zip    
 
Email      Amount Enclosed     

Name on C/C      Today’s Date      
Billing Address     City, State, Zip     
Telephone      Email       
MC/Visa/Discover/American Express Card No.     Exp.   
Amount authorized $   Signature     SEC#   
 

 
 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.bcba.org, OR return this form to the Baltimore County Bar Association, 100 County 
Courts Building, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204, with a check payable to the BCBA, or credit card info. 



HANGING OUT A SHINGLE: 

DEVELOPING A REWARDING SOLO/SMALL FIRM 
PRACTICE 

 

Co-Sponsored by the 
Maryland State Bar Association's 

Solo and Small Firm Practice Section  
Saturday, July 17, 2010 

Sheppard Pratt Conference Center 
6501 North Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 

                                         8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
$60.00 for June, 2010 Admittees  

$75.00 for MSBA  
$90.00 Non-MSBA  

$45.00 Full-Time Law School Students  
TOPICS INCLUDE: 

Business Nuts & Bolts:  What Do I Need To Start a Law Practice 
Technology for New Solos/Small Firms 
Making It Rain:  Client Development and Marketing 
How To Avoid Malpractice and Grievances 
50 Tips on Being Successful in Solo Practice 
 

REGISTER ONLINE AT www.msba.org,  
USING THE ATTACHED FORM BY FAXING TO 410-685-1016 OR  
BY CHECKS PAYABLE TO MSBA-LOMA AND MAIL TO MARYLAND STATE BAR ASSOCIATION, 
520 WEST FAYETTE STREET, BALTIMORE, MD 21201.  
 
CONTACT PAT YEVICS  @  MSBA:  410-685-7878 OR 800-492-1964, EX 3039 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_________________________________  STATE____________   ZIP ______________ 
 
PHONE ______________________________  LAW SCHOOL (for students)_____________ 
 
E-MAIL_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Master Card or Visa 
Number__________________________________ Exp Date_________ 3 Digit Code_______ 
Name on Card_____________________________________ Amount Charged____________ 
Billing Address (if different from above address___________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 



REGISTER OF WILLS OFFICE FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
GRACE G. CONNOLLY, REGISTER OF WILLS 

 
Snippets from the Staff 

 
Auditing Department 
 

1. Attorneys should not collect fees and/or retainers without Court Order or Consent of 
residuary beneficiaries, nor should they take commissions on retained estate.    
Consent to Compensation form cannot be used when fees/commissions exceed 
maximum allowable compensation. 

2. Attorneys should not send in a Petition for Funeral Expenses when it is not 
required. 

3. Attorneys should begin First Account with the amount shown on the Inventory or 
Inventories.  Attorneys should begin all subsequent accounts with “Retained 
Amount” as shown on any previously filed accounts.  Attorneys should not 
continually restate all activity on each subsequent account from the beginning. 

4. Many times attorneys do not send required attachments as referred to in their 
Accounts or Petitions. 

5. Attorneys should not send in the “Notice to Interested Persons” which we DO NOT 
need.  The Notice To Interested Persons should only be sent to the Interested 
Persons. 

6. Attorneys incorrectly calculate inheritance tax – Note: Income and Gains are not 
taxable – Losses are taxable. 

7. Attorneys continually do not send in required probate fees and inheritance tax with 
Account.  They will call ROW for amount of probate fee, when they should know it 
or refer to the code for same. 

8. Attorneys should not include everyone from the List of Interested Persons on the 
Certificate of Service.  After the initial notice, the residuary beneficiaries are the 
only remaining interested persons. 

9. Attorneys refuse to sign Verification “under penalty of perjury.”   

10. Attorneys do not understand the difference between a “Disclaimer” and an 
“Assignment” and the effect of their use. 

11. Many times, Attorneys omit the spousal allowance and/or minor’s allowance when 
they should be paid. 

Register of Wills, County Courts Building, Room 500, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204 
410-887-6687 



REGISTER OF WILLS OFFICE FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
GRACE G. CONNOLLY, REGISTER OF WILLS 

 
Snippets from the Staff 

 
New Proceedings Department 
 

1. Consistently, Petitions for Probate, Notice to Creditors, and other required forms to 
open estates are incorrectly prepared, incomplete, not signed by Personal 
Representative(s), or incorrect forms are used (whether hand-delivered or by mail).   
Even when this occurs, Attorneys will attempt to INSIST that INCOMPLETE and 
UNSIGNED forms be filed. Also, many times proper fees for probate, certified 
mail, etc. do not accompany forms. 

2. Attorneys, when opening estates, either in person or by mail, should provide copy 
of car title or registration to show VIN numbers of vehicles, etc., and should  
provide copy of funeral bill or at least know amount when completing Schedule B 
of Petition for Probate.  These items are required. 

3. Regarding Judicial Hearings, attorneys are usually not prepared with proper forms 
and fees.  They do not understand that the judicial process cannot be completed 
without these items. 

4. Attorneys send delivery service couriers with opening documents, ask the couriers 
to wait while deputy reviews and processes forms; however the couriers do not have 
the ability to answer questions that may arise about the estate. 

5. More than often, attorneys walk right by the Receptionist at ROW. Instead, 
Attorneys should stop at Receptionist’s desk and check in, so a deputy can be 
assigned to their matter.  Often, when ROW is extremely busy, Attorneys become 
impatient and expect to be placed ahead of general public.  They bring in multiple 
estates at one time and expect them to be completed immediately. 

6. Attorneys should know the proper type of bond form to use and the amount of 
required bond when inheritance tax is due. 

7. Attorneys should know whom to list on the List of Interested Persons or the 
difference between and “Heir at Law” and a “Legatee.”  If Will mentions a Trust, 
Attorneys should enter Trustee(s) on List of Interested Persons or state “No Trust” 
if it will not be created. 

8. Attorneys should not send in Wills for safekeeping without envelopes or in 
abnormally large envelopes that will not fit in storage area. 

Register of Wills, County Courts Building, Room 500, 401 Bosley Avenue, Towson, MD 21204 
410-887-8726  




